covered in standard texts, this volume offers excellent reviews, e.g. respiratory disease and anaesthesia, and pre-operative medication. Many chapters are pertinent, practical and digestable where the information is given in a fashion similar to the way one teaches the resident to care for the patient in practice. Thus this could act as a substitute for those unable to share the experience of a wide variety of teachers.
The sections devoted to haematology, transfusion and haemostasis also offer a firm base for clear thinking. We are reminded of medico-Iegal responsibilities near the end of the book. The fundamental emphasis on safety, thoughtful conduct and thorough preparedness is a good note on which to end.
Thumbnail sketches of unusual medical conditions are offered in two chapters. These include brief clinical descriptions and some anaesthetic precautions. This may prove a valuable reference for any practitioner who meets the unusual at short notice. This is the report of the second conference on the molecular mechanisms of anaesthesia held in June 1979. It was a meeting of scientists interested in understanding the perturbations caused by local and general anaesthetics to achieve anaesthesia. As such it has little of direct value to the practising anaesthetist but the report does give an interesting view of current progress and thinking on the way drugs interact with nerves and the nervous system.
The book is divided into four sections. There are 12 papers on electrophysiology, with discussion, 12 on neurochemistry, with discussion, and lion physical chemistry with discussion. As well as these 35 papers, there were 20 poster presentations at the conference and their abstracts are given in full also. All of the papers are written as full reports and can be read with comprehension. There are no phrases such as 'results will be discussed'. The reports on the discussion although brief, give a clear idea of agreement and disagreement.
This conference contains much interesting information of a fundamental nature for those interested in basic mechanisms. For example, pancuronium appears to be a pure blocker of sodium channels within axons, although other factors almost certainly make this clinical irrelevant. Pressure reversal continues to intrigue some workers although it appears that pressure alone causes postsynaptic depression in contradiction to its overall effect. Many of the papers are concerned with ionic transport across membranes and how this may be affected by anaesthetics. Some papers consider this from a thermodynamic view. One paper by Dr. C. Richards is a critical evaluation of the lipid hypotheses of anaesthetic action and is a useful succinct summary.
There are however no papers on the effects of anaesthesia in man and I believe this is a specialist work for those interested in understanding the pharmacology of anaesthetic molecules in excitable membranes. W This is the proceedings of the Fourth International Symposium on intercranial pressure held at Williamsburg, Virginia, U.S.A. June '79. It is divided into twelve sections: head injury pressure -volume studies, cerebrovascular aspects, intracranial haemorrhage, brain edema systemic factors and infectious processes data recording and analysis, cerebrospinal fluid formation and absorbtion, hydrocephalus, clinical aspects of intracranial pressure monitoring, anaesthesia and intracranial pressure barbiturate steroid and osmotherapy. These are the subjects covered by the 160 chapters. Fortunately, the session chairman has summarised each section and this together with Langfitt's closing remarks on "where have we been, where are we now, and where do we go from here", enables the reader to get a general idea of the most important contributions. This book is set up at Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. IX, No. 2, May, 1981 a standard one expects of a textbook. The mass of detail presented makes for work by the reader, but much of the information would be of direct benefit to the clinician involved in neurological intensive care. The editors and publishers are to be congratulated on their achievement of this book in print the year after the meeting. ROBERT As one would expect with multiple authorship there is some overlap but the editors have kept this to a minimum. Cross references between chapters aid one's comprehension.
The mass of material is a very detailed exposition of present state knowledge without pretending that all the answers are in yet. The contributors assume a good knowledge of work done up to the last few years. As it is a relatively small and readable volume with few mistakes in references or spelling, it is valuable reading for those involved in neurological intensive care. ROBERT After an opening chapter on historical aspects, the subject matter is arranged with three physiological chapters preceding more clinical matters. The first two, by Marx and Bassell, discuss in depth maternal and placental physiology, while Hodgkinson from San Antonio, Texas, writes very fully on physiological considerations of the foetus and neonate.
The Welsh team of Pearson & Rosen contributes a 30-page chapter on Monitoring of the mother, foetus and neonate, and John Bonica follows with a 25-page chapter on Labour Pain-Mechanisms and Pathways. Bonica's intense interest in the subject of pain pathways diverts him from purely obstetrical aspects into a detailed discussion of central and spinal systems and the mechanisms causing modulation of sensory transmission. The effects of pain on mother, labour and foetus are given a separate short chapter by Morishima, Pedersen & Finster, as is Psychological Analgesia by De Vore.
The chapter on Conduction Analgesia is written by Fox & Gertel, of Montreal. This is not limited to a detailed description of techniques, but reviews a wide range of physiological and pharmacological aspects of the use of local analgesia in obstetrics.
General anaesthesia, and the anaesthetic management of complications of pregnancy are discussed adequately by Gertie Marx and her American colleagues. Ketamine is regarded with more enthusiasm than it is in Australia. The problems associated with difficult endotracheal intubation at Caesarean section are at least given some attention.
A splendid chapter on Infant Resuscitation is contributed by J. W. Downing, if the University of Natal, complete with some felicitous poetical quotations such as "as soon as there is life there is danger" (Emerson). Current ideas on many aspects of foetology and neonatology are reviewed, together with a discussion in depth of modern resuscitative measures.
A short but most interesting chapter on Maternal Mortality by Hodgkinson completes the book. He draws on some depressing statistics from both sides of the Atlantic and includes some well-chosen anecdotes of disasters associated with both general and
